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On November 14, 1984, the Field Investigation Team 
(FIT) of Ecology and Environment, Inc., was tasked by the 
Region VII office of the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to do a preliminary assessment of the above named 
site. The purpose of a preliminary assessment is to 
establish if any potential hazards exist at the site and to 
make recommendations regarding further investigation, if 
necessary. 

Excel Industries is located at 200 South Ridge Road in 
Hesston, Harvey County, Kansas (Figure 1). The legal 
description of the site is the S.W. 1/4 of the S.E. 1/4 of 
N.E. 1/4 of Section 16, Range 1 West, Township 22 South 
(Ref. 1, Fig. 2). The facility is situated on the southern 
fringe of the city and is bordered on the north, south and 
west sides by commercial and residential properties. A crop 
field is adjacent to the facility to the east. The area 
topography is nearly level. 

Excel Industries is a manufacturer of roll over 
protective bars for heavy construction equipment. They also 
produce commercial turf equipment. The manufacturing 
process incorporates the use of the chemical xylene in 
sufficient quantities to require the company to hold a 
generators permit with the EPA. The xylene is used for 
paint thinning and parts cleaning and is purchased in two 
quality grades. Virgin xylene is used for paint thinning 
and a recycled xylene is used for cleaning metal parts and 
glue guns used in product assembly. Both grades are stored 
in separate 500 gallon tanks situated outside the facility. 
The tanks are above ground and located in an asphalt paved 
storage area (Fig. 3). 
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Spent xylene is stored outside of the plant in 55 
gallon drums and is separated into two catagories, including 
xylene used for parts cleaning and xylene used for the 
cleaning of glue guns. Both categories are sold to Reid 
Supply Company of Wichita. Ried Supply recycles the xylene 
used in parts cleaning and disposes of the inferior grade 
used for cleaning glue guns. Excel Industries purchases 
recycled xylene from Reid Supply for use as parts cleaner. 
Approximately 1600 gallons of spent xylene is sold to Reid 
Supply each 60 to 90 days. No other regulated waste 
products are stored or treated by Excel Industries (Ref. 
2,4) 

A s it e vi s it w a s con du c t e d on Nov em be r 2 5 , 1 9 8 4 , by 
Ecology and Environment personnel Michael LaBuda and Clark 
Gunion. An interview with Lee Peters, Plant Superintendent, 
and a t our o f t he fa c i 1 it y d et e rm i n e d t h at t h e p 1 an t w a s 
well maintained. No visual areas of contamination were 
noted inside or outside of the plant. The tanks which 
contain xylene visually appeared to be well maintained. A 
records check revealed all shipping and receiving manifests 
to be in order. 

Excel Industries uses the municipal water supply from 
the City of Hesston which is supplied by wells located in 
Newton, Kansas, approximately 8 miles to the south of 
Hesston. There are no wells located on site or within a one 
mile radius of the site (Ref. 3). An intermittent stream 
approximately 1/2 mile east of the site is the only surface 
water in the general area (Ref. 1). 

Due to the in format ion gathered from the background 
in v e s t i g at ion and the s it e vi s it , we c on c 1 u d e that th is 
facility poses no hazards to the environment or populace, 
and that Excel Industries warrants no further investigative 
attention, provided the present conditions at the site are 
maintained. 

ML: lh 
cc: Dave Crawford 



1. Topographic Kap: 
u.s.G.s., 1965. 

REFERENCES 

Hesston Quadrangle, 7.5 Minute Series, 

2. Site Visit conducted November 25, 1984, by Michael 
LaBuda and Clark Gunion, E&E/FIT Region VII. 

3. Newton Water Company, Newton, Kansas. 

4. Interview of Lee Peters, Plant Engineer, November 25, 
1984. 

5. Phone conversation with Lee Peters, Plant Engineer, 
November 14, 1984. 
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.. POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I. IDENllftCAllON 

&EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT Cn •IA1l 01 .. ll N~lR 

. PART'· SITE INFORMATION ANO ASSESSMENT 
KSD 007237290 

•. sn1 NAME ANP lOCA TION 
DI 511l NMU •-· •-· •••• __ .,_, 0151Rll 1. RO.Ill HO .• CIR SP£CIJIC LOCAllONIOlHllfllR 

Excel Industi'ies 200 S. Ridge Road 
,.. 

D>cnY CM51AllrU•COOl 106COUN1'f r1COUfoll101 CC>otr. 

Hesston KS 67062 Harvey COD( DIST 

Ot COOftDlltA 1U LA TRUDE 

I 
LONGrTUDE 

38° 08 1 19.6 11 '21·0 ..25~.A3~ ·--- -- --·-IDD"'C1IOHS 10..,£ ____ ., __ , 

U.S. 135 S. to Hesston Exit; Lincoln Blvd west to Ridge Road. Ridge Road south to 

Excel Industries. 
UI. RESPONSIBLE PAR11ES 
DI OWNER,. _ _, 025TR£E1 --.. _,. ,._ 

Excel ·Industries 200 S. Ridge Road 
03CflY De51A1£r!>ZIPCODC 06 UUPttONl NUWBER I Hesston KS 67062 1316 )327-4911 
07 Of'£AA10fl ,. _______ 

08 STRlE1 - .. - ,._ 

Lee Peters 200 s. Ridge Road 
otcnv IOSTATErlllPCOOE U TfUPHONl NUMBER 

I KS 67062 1316, 327-4911 -
Hesston. Kansas. 
131YPl OI QWNlRS>tlPfC .. u-1 

I'& A. PRIVATE D B. FEDERAL: 0 C STATE DO.COUNTY D £.MUNICIPAL .... -....... } 
DF OTHER a;;l'll,, OG UNKNOWN 

1•0WHlRIOHRA10RN01tllCA10..0toifLlrc-• .. -•_I 
Cl A. RCRA3001 DATE RECEIVED· • • D 8. UNCONTROLLED WASTE SITE1ClllC•• IOJCI DATE RECEIVED . I DC.NONE 

M::IN"' D&• TIMI MOMIN DU Ylalll 

IV. CHARAC1ERIZA TION OF POTENTIAL HAZAR!> 

01 °"'ant ~c:110N 9\'fCM<• .. -~ 

"YES DA.TE 11 ' 21 84 DA. EPA . 8 EPA CONTRACTOR CC.STATE 0 D. OTHER CONlAACTOA 

ONO -'"DA• TIM 0 £ LOCAL HEAL TH OFFICIAi. D F.OTHER. 

CONTRACTORNAMErsi Ecology and Environment, IAe•:r1 

01 snt s1a1u.ic-·-1 
03 \'1""50F oPIRAllON 

dSA.ACTM D &. INACTIVE DC.UNKNOWN I Present OUNK.NOWN 
11c.---:.t1a'4 l"ll"'<C.Yl<UI 

IM Dl.SOlll'llON Of suast AHClS POSSIBl Y PRl5lN1. KNOWN. OR ALLIGU> 

Xylol (Xylene) Solvent used for paint thinning and parts cleaning. 

D$ D£SCR1'1ION Oii P01lHTW. MAl ARD TO lNVll'IOfWMl Nt ANDIOR f'OPULA1IDlll 

None - small qu.anti ti es of xylene used. All spent xylene is sold to a recycling firm. 

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT 

01 PIUORll'YFOfl9'1SP£CTIONtc-•- ,...,..,_.-... --1·-·---··--el--c----. 
DA.HIGH OB.MEDIUM >GC.LQW 0 D.NONE 

-----~ ~--- ~ ... --- ______ ,.c __ _, 

VL INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 

O\CCJHtACI 
01 OF ,._,o.-....i Ol 1UEP>04 NUMBlR 

Lee Peters Excel Industr-ies • 
1~16 ~27-4911 

1M PlRSONRlP0ro&St81.f FOR ASSESSMENT D!>AGff•CY oe~110N 01 ULIP"°'4 9ilUMBlR OIDATl 

Michael La Buda E&E FIT 19131432-9961 I • 
M()H1M DA• YIM 

..,. •• 1,,r~ 111111 ,..n,in•nrnr·111 

recycled pipe• 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I. IDENTIFIC:ATION 

SEPA PRE~IMINARY ASSESSMENT 'Ksrt' 1°057237290 
PART 2· WASTE INFORMATION . 

11. WASTE S 1 A TES, OUANTITIES, AND CHARACTE.~ISTICS 
01 F'HYSIC-..i.. SlATlS 1c-,. .. _ _,, 07 WI.SH OUANUTY Al SIT[ 03 Wl.Sll CHARACllRISHC:S .c ..... ., __ , , .. _ _.. . ., ..... ..._...... 

Xr:J A 10JUC l>) HIG>il.YVO\..AlU 
l) A SOU) ~LSUJSIAY 

...... , ......... -.ao U ( SOI.UBL( 

U B POIVDlR. Ffif:S KUOUID 100llS ~ • c.<>RAOSlll( U f. INF[C:1IOUS lJ J l JlPLOSIVl 

L) c Sl.UOGl UGGU 
CC. FV.DIOAC1M xg G FLA .. M"8L.£ L It RCAC:1M 

CUlMCYARDS 
I; D Pf RSIS1lN1 H 1Gf,111ABU L.! l HC()UPA1IBLI 

U .. h_,1 APPLIC: "81.( 
~ D OtHER ,-...,, NO Of' D"UMS 

Ill. WASTE TYPE 

CAnGOAY SUBSlAHCt N.t.Ml 0 I Cil'IOSS At.40V>ll I07 UHll or .. EI.SUI\£ 03COU..U.NlS 

SLU SLUDGE 

OLW 011.YWASTE 

SOL SOLVENTS Xylene 1600· u. s - r,;i 1 - ISnld to rervcler everv 60-QO davs. 
PSD PESTIC1DES 

occ OTHER ORG'-NIC CHEMICALS 

IOC INORGANIC CHEMICALS . 
ACD ACIDS 

. 
BAS e-.sEs 

MES HEAVY ME'lAl.S 

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES n-..,,__..,.__,_..,. ••• oCA5"__..., 

01 CAHGORY 0:7 SUBSlANCl NAME 03 C:.U NUMBER O• SlOR-'GltOISPOSAJ. M[lHOO O!> C:ONC:ENlRATION 0t> Uf l.SU'l.E ~ . 
c;o..cp.;lkAl~ 

-

Y. FEEDSTOCKS 1s--•bc.&S.__ .. , 

CUE GORY 01 rEEOS10C:K NAM[ 07 C.U Nl.IMBE R CA1EGORY 01 FEE OS10Cll NJU.t[ . 07C~N'11A!lfR 

FDS Xvlennl 1 ~nn_ 71 __ c. FDS 

FDS 
FDS 

FDS 
FDS 

FDS - FDS 

YI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION tcA·---•-.... , ....... --.,..,.. _, 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
I. IDENTIFICATION 

SEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 01 SlATl,02 Sill m" 
PART 3 • DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

KSD : 007237 90 

11. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

01 0 A. GROUNOWATERCOHTAMINA1ION 0 02 008SERVEOIDATE: ) 0 POTENT\AL 0 ALLEGED 

03 POPULATION PC>TENTIAU. Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 0 B SURF ACE-WATER CONTAMINATION 0 02 Li OBSERVED IDA TE· J 0 POTENTIAL LI ALLEGED 

03 POPULATION POTENTIAl.L Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 0 C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 0 02 C:: OBSERVEDlDATE , 0 POTENT\AL 0 ALLEGED 
03 POPULATION POTENTIAU Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRATlVE DESCRIPTION 

01 0 D FIRE:EXPLOSIVE CONOITlONS 0 02 0 OBSERVED CDATE. I D POTENTIAL 0 ALLEGED 
03 POPULATION POTENTIAU Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 u f DIRtCl CONTACT 0 02 i..i OBSERVED (DA TE I LI POTENTIAL 0 ALLEGED 

03 POfULAllON POTENTIAU Y AFFECTED 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION . 
• 

01 0 F. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 02 0 OBSEAVEDIDATE I Ll POTENTIAL D AU.EGED 

03 AREA POTENTIAl.L Y AFFECTED 0 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ...... , 
' 

01 0 G DRINKING WA 1ER CONTAMINATION 0 02 0 OBSERVED !DATE: I D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 
03 POPULA1IONPOTEN11AlLY AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 DH. WORKER EXPOSUREJINJURY 0 
02 0 OBSERVED !DATE: t OPOTENML 0 AU..EGED 

03 WORKERS POTENTIAU. Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION . 
-

. 
01 0 I. POPULA TIOH EXPOSUREJIP>UURY 0 02 0 OBSERVEDCDATE: , 0 POTENTIAL 0 AU...EOED 

03 POPULATlON POTENTIAU. Y AFFECTED: 04 NARRA TM DESCRIPTION 

IPAfOAMJ010-1217·11l f' I•~'( 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE I. IDENTIFICATION 

&EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT I01 &1ATll°~ &Ill NIJMB[R 

PART 3 ·DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS KSO 0072~7?QO 

n. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 1c .... ,._ •. 

01 DJ DAMAGE TO FLORA 02 0 OBSERVED (DATE I 0 POTENTW. 0 AU.fGED 
O• NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

None 

01 C1 K DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02 C OBSERVED !DATE I OPOTE~ 0 ALLEGED 
O• NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION '""""'•-11Jo'1poc••· 

None 

01 C L CONTAMl!\IATlON OF FOOD CHAIN 02 [·OBSERVED (DATE l. 0 POTENTIAL 0 ALLEGED 
O• NARRA Tf\IE DESCRIPTION 

None 
01 0 M UNSTABLE CONTA!NMENl' OF WASTES 02 0 OBSERVED (DATE I C POTENT1"1. [i ALLEGED 

(51»*:i. """°~ ar~i; lrQl.J<J:i. •••"O 0 1.rns 

Q 03 POPULATION POTENTIAU V AFFECTED. 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 C N. DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 02 ::·OBSERVED (DATE l ::- POTENTIAL ~ALLEGED 
04 NARRATIVE OESCRIPTIOI'; 

None 

01 0 0 CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 02 !:i ObSER\/ED (DATE ) : POTENTIAL C ALLEGED 
CM NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

None 
01 0 P. ILL£GAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 02 [j OBSERVED (DATE I · =1 POTENTIAL 0 ALLEGED 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

None 

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN. POTENTIAL. OR ALLEGED HAZARDS 

None 
111. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

IV. COMl'l.ENTS 

Y. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 1c.o -Cd~ ,., .. ••cos.• p . 110•• ,.., .. .,,.... ..... ,,., ...,,.~ •. 
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